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Options for Fall 2020 Courses 

Modality Definition Comments 
F2F (face-to-face)  Students meet in the classroom Need to consider the size of the classroom and the number of students; Best 

for small classes that can be held in a large room to accommodate social 
distancing requirements 
 

Hybrid with 
synchronous 
online components 

Part of the class is delivered 
online synchronously (e.g., live 
lecture, discussion) and part of 
the class is delivered F2F 
(students may be broken into 
A/B groups and attend on 
different days) 

May have students watch/listen to live lecture and then come to F2F session 
for lab/discussion/application activities; Best for smaller classes where you 
would expect interaction and discussion (not ideal for large lecture-hall type 
courses where you have 75+ students). This is appropriate for classes that 
need to meet F2F but are too large to be in one classroom at the same time 
(e.g., courses with labs, hands-on activities).  
 

Hybrid with 
asynchronous 
online components 

Part of the class is delivered 
online asynchronously (e.g., 
watch a video, listen to lecture, 
complete activities) and part of 
the class is delivered F2F 
(students may be broken into 
A/B groups and attend on 
different days) 

May have students watch videos, listen to lecture, or complete an activity 
asynchronously (on their own time, sometime in a specific week) and then 
come F2F for lab/discussion/application activities/lecture; Best for larger 
classes where students would not likely interact a lot with instructor during 
lecture F2F. This is appropriate for classes that need to meet F2F but are too 
large to be in one classroom at the same time (e.g., courses with labs, 
hands-on activities). 
 

Online 
Synchronous (live 
sessions required 
during assigned 
class day/time) 

The whole course takes place 
online, but students are 
expected to participate live 
during an assigned day/time 
(e.g., for a lecture, a Q&A, 
discussion, etc.) 

This can mimic the F2F classroom where you have the opportunity for 
immediate feedback and discussion with students. This is best for small to 
medium class sizes. May need to record live sessions to be available to 
those that can’t attend (due to illness, technology issues) and will also likely 
have asynchronous components (assignments/homework). 
 

Online 
Asynchronous (no 
live sessions 
required) 

The whole course takes place 
online and students are not 
required to participate in live 
sessions (but there are due 
dates throughout the course for 
assignments/activities) 

The online asynchronous model provides the most flexibility for students 
(who may be sick, caring for children, etc), but can also provide fewer 
opportunities for engagement. Synchronous opportunities can be offered (but 
not required) and instructors can interact with individual students as needed. 

 

Please keep in mind that this is just a brief overview of the most common options for course delivery. You will need to consider your abilities and 

comfort level, as well as your students’ abilities, access to technology & internet, and other factors that may impact their ability to participate before 

selecting the best approach for your course. 


